[image: image1.emf]
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

(Please include in all Calendar listings)

May 11, 2007
Contact: Marvel Gentry Davis, (513) 608-6961, marvel@zoomtown.com 

See behind-the-scenes footage  http://www.ballettechcincinnati.org/2006-2007/MadeinAmerica/MakingMIA.htm   
ballet tech cincinnati’s 
 Made in America a Big Hit!
Cincinnati, OH—  ballet tech cincinnati presented the Leaping for Literacy production of Made in America at the Aronoff Center last weekend on May 4-5, 2007, and the show was a big hit among audience members. The Leaping for Literacy project, sponsored by the Stillson Foundation, Fifth Third Bank, Trustee, took the audience on a journey through time and across our nation with inspiring stories of three courageous American youth based on the “Dear America,” “American Girl,” and “My Name is America” book series, including: Four Bases, the story of an African-American Boy in the 1940’s Negro Baseball Leagues, Over the Rhine about an Appalachian Girl in 1930’s Cincinnati, and Alta California depicts a Mexican-American Girl in the 1840’s. Original choreography by three local choreographers, Mario de la Nuez, Kenneth “Kyne” Franks, and Jana Lane Hatcher, showcased a wide variety of dance styles including ballet, tap, clogging, jazz, modern and musical theater and music that represents Hispanic, Appalachian and African American cultures, including Blues, Gospel, live Appalachian Fiddle Music by Russ Childers, and guests Southern Pride Cloggers. Maria Curro Kreppel of University of Cincinnati said, ”Bravo! I don't know quite what I expected to experience, but I do know that I was amazed by what I saw and heard and felt within your Friday audience.  The talent, professionalism, range of age and bodies dancing their delight--and making us all smile in return--was amazing to feel a part of.”  
Over the Rhine took the audience back to the coal mines of West Virginia during the Great Depression.  Guests, Fiddler Russ Childers and the Southern Pride Cloggers started off the evening with an exhilarating display of clogging and fiddling. Then, the audience got a wonderful tour as the family migrated to Cincinnati in the 30’s: Union Terminal, Music Hall, Fountain Square, Findlay Market, and even the old Cotton Club with a dazzling array of different dance styles and music. Choreographer and Executive Director Jana Lane Hatcher explained, “It was a big undertaking…but really rewarding – the group of dancers/performers was like a big family by the end …the ballerinas learned to clog (a rarity indeed), some cloggers learned to waltz, and we all laughed a great deal through the process!” 

In Alta California, a young Mexican-American Girl seeks to find her place in society.  She gets much needed encouragement from various sources that help her to realize her own heritage. One audience member said, “Congratulations!  What fun!  I had no idea that you had such a large cast or such an elaborate production.  I was happy to be there to see the performance”.
*more*
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Four Bases is a true-to-life depiction in dance of life in the Negro Leagues of the 1940’s and 1950’s.  Cincinnati’s Negro League Legend, Mr. Charlie “Whip” Davis talked about his experiences traveling and playing with the Memphis Red Sox in the early and mid 1950’s when he signed autographs and took photos at the Saturday matinee performance. Four Bases depicts the fictional life of Biddy Owens, a bat boy with the Birmingham Black Barons and shows the after game night life scene in the Juke Joint. Mr. Davis confirms, “Oh Yeah, we went to the Juke Joint.  … “ It was so great to meet some of the people we met…I would have never had the experience of traveling and playing if I hadn’t been in the Negro Leagues.” At the end of the evening, audience members exclaimed, “(the show) made you want to get up and dance!”  “I thoroughly enjoyed the show!”

If you missed the show, you can read about the production in the Cincinnati Enquirer article, Dance, by and for families:http://www.ballettechohiopaa.org/2006-2007/MadeinAmerica/documents/2007-4%20MIA%20-%20Enquirer%20A&E%20section.pdf or check behind the scenes video in The Making of Made in America: http://www.ballettechcincinnati.org/2006-2007/MadeinAmerica/MakingMIA.htm   Plan to see Four Bases at the Freedom Center for Freedom Fest on July 28th.  ballet tech cincinnati will also perform an extravaganza opening number for the Fountain Square Office Olympics this summer.
The Leaping for Literacy project included the three Aronoff Center performances, literacy-based outreach activities such as free public performances at community libraries and bookstores, a poster and poetry contest open to all area children, a free, downloadable parent/teacher guide, Dialogic Reading Workshops in conjunction with Success by Six Shared Reading Initiative, “Dance it out” sessions, and a book giveaway for every child that attended a Made in America Aronoff performance. 
SPONSORS

Made in America, a Leaping for Literacy project, was sponsored by The Stillson Foundation, Fifth Third Bank, Trustee. WGUC 90.9 FM and The Cincinnati Herald are Media sponsors for Made in America.  This production was made possible, in part by the support of the Aronoff Center Rental Subsidy Grant of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation, the Fine Arts Fund, Duke Energy, Corbett Foundation and The Robert H. Reakirt Foundation, PNC Bank Trustee.
For more information, call ballet tech cincinnati at (513)841.2822, email info@ballettechcincinnati.org or visit our website at www.ballettechcincinnati.org 
ballet tech cincinnati

The mission of ballet tech cincinnati is to educate, entertain and inspire by providing diverse and innovative performances that have a phenomenal community impact. Founded in 1997, ballet tech cincinnati is a non-profit 501 (C ) (3) organization located in Kennedy Heights. ballet tech cincinnati opened its sixth Season Series of major dance programs as a resident company at the Aronoff Center and presents about a dozen community performances each year to provide Greater Cincinnati with a new venue for high quality dance performances featuring pre-professional and professional dancers featuring classical and contemporary repertoire, folk dances and a wide variety of artists, dance styles and music.  Dance 2 Community Kids community outreach program engages sponsor companies and individuals to partner with us to introduce youth from underserved communities to dance and the Aronoff Center to expand the audience for the arts and downtown Cincinnati venues.  Over 1000 children have attended ballets in this outreach.  Each year, the Leaping for Literacy Project includes a spring production based on beloved children’s stories to entertain families with children of all ages.  This project also includes Cincinnati Arts Association Artists on Tour performances in area schools, free outreach performances in area libraries and bookstores, a poster and poetry contest, and a book giveaway to promote family literacy.  Last season, we served over 10,000 audience members, double the audience for the 2004-2005 season.  We have the most diverse audience of any Cincinnati area presenter, and we are the only company that presents guest companies, an international Gala, and preprofessional dancers as part of our season series. For more information about ballet tech cincinnati, visit www.ballettechcincinnati.org 
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