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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 5, 2008
Contact: Marvel Gentry Davis, (513) 608-6961, marvel@zoomtown.com 

Visit our Press Room for Photos and Videos 
ballet tech cincinnati
Announces  8th Season at
Aronoff Center for the Arts
ballet tech cincinnati, winner of the 2008 Scripps-Corbett Innovation Award, and ONE Award Finalist, will open its eighth season as a Resident Company of Cincinnati’s premier venue, the Aronoff Center for the Arts.  Recognized for its diversity, innovation, excellence and outreach, ballet tech cincinnati offers Greater Cincinnati a truly tasty smorgasbord of dance productions this season.  

The season opens on Friday, October 3, 2008 at 8PM and Saturday, October 4, 2008 at 2PM and 8PM with East Vs. West Side Story. If you’ve seen West Side Story, you’ve never seen it like this! Experience the premiere production about the Jets and Sharks, but now they're in Cincinnati - the West Side Jets dance hip hop/video pop and the East Side Sharks dance ballet and jazz. Original choreography by J. Karin Bond-Williams, Amy Harpring, Kasib Hasan and Ben Walker II will blend classical ballet and jazz with hip hop and a unique spin on the soundtrack to bring the classic story to life with lots of Cincinnati flavor! Featuring a diverse, highly talented cast of professional, pre-professional, youth and community dancers, East Vs. West Side Story will bring the entire community together to celebrate the best of the East and the West!
On Friday, April 24, 2009 at 8PM and Saturday, April 25, 2009 at 2PM and 8PM the season continues with the Leaping for Literacy production, Myth, which brings the epic, ancient myths from a variety of cultures to life, including Roman, Greek, Norse, Indian, Native American, African, Chinese, and more in a family-friendly show that encourages families to read together. Featuring a diverse, highly talented cast of professional, pre-professional, youth and community dancers, this show will engage audiences of all ages! The Leaping for Literacy Project also includes a Poster & Poetry Contest, free promotional performances in bookstores and libraries, a downloadable Parent/Teacher Guide in English and Spanish with reading lists and activities to enhance the performance experience and a book giveaway at the Aronoff performances.
Some of the best dancers from the best companies and the best choreography in the world will once again converge on Cincinnati for the Eighth Annual Gala of International Dance Stars for one show only at 8PM on Saturday, August 15, 2009 at 
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the Aronoff Center.  The Gala of International Dance Stars wows the audience with the gravity defying athleticism, artistry and strength of the dancers, the traditional and new, on-the-edge choreography, remarkable diversity of cast, music and dance styles and the sheer joy of the experience!  In 2008, 14 fabulous dancers from 9 world renowned companies represented 7 Countries. The audience gave resounding ovations throughout the evening and a long standing ovation at the end of the show. One audience member said, “I wanted to thank you once again for bringing such a diverse and virtuosic program of performers to Cincinnati.”  Another one added, “All of the dancers were spectacular and I loved the diversity of the performances.”
Join ballet tech cincinnati at the Aronoff Center this season for the entertaining, “feel good” productions that have won over so many audience members:  “I enjoyed the show. I loved the feeling I walked out with. Thank you for bringing refreshing shows to the city.” 
TICKETS

Season Series Subscriptions and individual tickets are available now; to purchase, call 513.621.ARTS (2787) or go to www.ballettechcincinnati.org or www.cincinnatiarts.org .  Enjoy the Arts/START, Senior Group and Family FourPack Discounts available. For more information call 513.841.2822. 
SPONSORS

WGUC 90.9 FM and The Cincinnati Herald are Media sponsors for 2008-2009 Season Series. The Season Series is made possible, in part by the support of the Aronoff Center Rental Subsidy Grant of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation, the Fine Arts Fund, Duke Energy, Ohio Arts Council and The Robert H. Reakirt Foundation, PNC Bank Trustee. The Leaping for Literacy project is sponsored by The Stillson Foundation, Fifth Third Bank, Trustee. Raising the Barre Capital Campaign Sponsors include Carl Lindner and The City of Cincinnati. 

For more information, call ballet tech cincinnati at (513)841.2822, email info@ballettechcincinnati.org or visit our website at www.ballettechcincinnati.org
ballet tech cincinnati

The mission of Scripps-Corbett Award winner and ONE Award Finalist, ballet tech cincinnati, is to educate, entertain and inspire by providing diverse and innovative performances that have a phenomenal community impact. Founded in 1997, ballet tech cincinnati is a non-profit 501 (C ) (3) organization that offers community dance classes and presents community performances in its Kennedy Heights World Headquarters. ballet tech cincinnati opened its eighth Season Series of major dance programs as a resident company at the Aronoff Center and presents about a dozen community performances each year to provide Greater Cincinnati with a new venue for high quality dance performances featuring pre-professional and professional dancers featuring classical and contemporary repertoire, folk dances and a wide variety of artists, dance styles and music.  Dance 2 Community Kids community outreach program engages sponsor companies and individuals to partner with us to introduce youth from underserved communities to dance and the Aronoff Center to expand the audience for the arts and downtown Cincinnati venues.  Over 1300 children have attended ballets in this outreach.  Each year, the Leaping for Literacy Project includes a spring production based on beloved children’s stories to entertain families with children of all ages.  This project also includes Touring Company performances in area schools, free outreach performances in area libraries and bookstores, a poster and poetry contest, and a book giveaway to promote family literacy.  Last season, we served over 12,000 audience members.  We have the most diverse audience of any Cincinnati area presenter, and we are the only company that presents guest companies, an international Gala, and preprofessional dancers as part of our season series. For more information about ballet tech cincinnati, visit www.ballettechcincinnati.org                ***
