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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

(Please include in all Calendar listings)
Contact: Marvel Gentry Davis, (513) 608-6961, marvel@zoomtown.com 

African Drum and Dance comes to
ballet tech cincinnati 

Cincinnati, OH—  ballet tech cincinnati will host new West Indian African Drum and Dance classes at its Kennedy Heights World Headquarters at 6543 Montgomery Road starting on Saturday, January 19, 2007. This unique African drumming class will focus on rhythms from Nigerian and various other West African traditions. The hour-long class will present authentic rhythms, teaching correct hand techniques while providing the cultural history behind the rhythms. Students will be exposed to a wide variety of traditional Nigerian and African drums and playing styles. A one-hour African Dance class will follow.  Both classes are led by a 16 year veteran of the National Troupe of Nigeria, Adeleke Onanuga.
Adeleke Onanuga hails from Nigeria and started his artistic career with the Merrit Dance Troupe at age 17 as a dancer. Adeleke became a founding member of the National Troupe of Nigeria in 1989 and performed with the troupe for 15 years throughout Africa and around the world -- Brazil, China, Japan, Portugal, Mexico, Italy, Germany, Ghana, Togo, and the US. His awards include1988 First Solo Drummer at NaFest in Lagos, Nigeria and 2002 Best Artist of the Year presented by National Troupe of Nigeria. After his last US tour in 2005 he decided to relocate to the US to spread his love and knowledge of traditional African Drum and Dance with his company, Dugombas Drum and Dance Ensemble of Africa. 
Classes will be held weekly on Saturdays, starting January 19th at 12 noon to 2 PM.  Drum class is $10 per session.  Dance class is $10 per session.  Or take both classes for only $15.  For more information, visit www.ballettechcincinnati.org or http://dugombas.com or call 513.307.6365.
ballet tech cincinnati

The mission of ballet tech cincinnati is to educate, entertain and inspire by providing diverse and innovative performances that have a phenomenal community impact. Founded in 1997, ballet tech cincinnati is a non-profit 501 (C ) (3) organization located in Kennedy Heights. ballet tech cincinnati opens its seventh Season Series of major dance programs as a resident company at the Aronoff Center and presents about a dozen community performances each year to provide Greater Cincinnati with a new venue for high quality dance performances featuring pre-professional and professional dancers featuring classical and contemporary repertoire, folk dances and a wide variety of artists, dance styles and music.  Dance 2 Community Kids community outreach program engages sponsor companies and individuals to partner with us to introduce youth from underserved communities to dance and the Aronoff Center to expand the audience for the arts and downtown Cincinnati venues.  Over 1200 children have attended ballets in this outreach.  Each year, the Leaping for Literacy Project includes a spring production based on beloved children’s stories to entertain families with children of all ages.  This project also includes Touring Company performances in area schools, free outreach performances in area libraries and bookstores, a poster and poetry contest, and a book giveaway to promote family literacy.  Last season, we served over 12,000 audience members.  We have the most diverse audience of any Cincinnati area presenter, and we are the only company that presents guest companies, an international Gala, and preprofessional dancers as part of our season series. For more information about ballet tech cincinnati, visit www.ballettechcincinnati.org 
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