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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

October 7, 2008
Contact: Marvel Gentry Davis, (513) 608-6961, marvel@zoomtown.com 

Visit our Press Room for Photos and Videos 
ballet tech cincinnati’s

East vs West Side Story
Opens 8th Season at the Aronoff
ballet tech cincinnati, winner of the 2008 Scripps-Corbett Innovation Award, and ONE Award Finalist, opened its eighth season as a Resident Company of Cincinnati’s premier venue, the Aronoff Center for the Arts.  Recognized for its diversity, innovation, excellence and outreach, ballet tech cincinnati offers Greater Cincinnati a truly tasty smorgasbord of dance productions this season.  

The season opened on Friday, October 3, 2008 at 8PM and Saturday, October 4, 2008 at 2PM and 8PM with East Vs. West Side Story. If you’ve seen West Side Story, you’ve never seen it like this! The audience experienced the premiere production about the Jets and Sharks in Cincinnati - the West Side Jets dance hip hop/video pop and the East Side Sharks dance ballet and jazz. Original choreography by J. Karin Bond-Williams, Amy Harpring and Kasib Hasan blended classical ballet and jazz with hip hop and a unique spin on the soundtrack to bring the classic story to life with lots of Cincinnati flavor! Featuring a diverse, highly talented cast of professional, pre-professional, youth and community dancers, East Vs. West Side Story brought the entire community together to celebrate the best of the East and the West! 
ballet tech cincinnati focused attention at the Aronoff Center this season for the entertaining, “feel good” productions that have won over so many audience members:  Susan Knobler of  Montgomery said, “I loved it! …  I smiled so much my face hurt. The kids were terrific, choreography innovative and so well suited to the kids’ abilities.  MARVELOUS! “   The production was an excellent display of ballet tech cincinnati’s signature of innovation and excellence while promoting diversity in the audience, cast and programming. Evanston resident Hank Stephens added, “I was mesmerized by the rainbow of dancers. I thought the choreography and choice of music was intriguing.  Thanks for using the medium for dance to express the diversity that exists in Cincinnati”.  Michael Beck of Downtown said, “Great show!!! It was truly impressive!!!! The kids did a wonderful job!!!” 
ballet tech cincinnati will host a community performance of the show in its own venue at 6543 Montgomery Rd at 7PM Saturday, October 11th as part of the District A grand opening event in the 20/20 Festival.

*more*
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SPONSORS

WGUC 90.9 FM and The Cincinnati Herald are Media sponsors for 2008-2009 Season Series. This production is made possible, in part by the support of the Aronoff Center Rental Subsidy Grant of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation, the Fine Arts Fund, Duke Energy, Ohio Arts Council and The Robert H. Reakirt Foundation, PNC Bank Trustee. United Dairy Farmers and TSC Apparel are product placement sponsors. The Leaping for Literacy project is sponsored by The Stillson Foundation, Fifth Third Bank, Trustee. Raising the Barre Capital Campaign Sponsors include Carl Lindner, the State of Ohio and The City of Cincinnati. 

For more information, call ballet tech cincinnati at (513)841.2822, email info@ballettechcincinnati.org or visit our website at www.ballettechcincinnati.org
ballet tech cincinnati

The mission of Scripps-Corbett Award winner and ONE Award Finalist, ballet tech cincinnati, is to educate, entertain and inspire by providing diverse and innovative performances that have a phenomenal community impact. Founded in 1997, ballet tech cincinnati is a non-profit 501 (C ) (3) organization that offers community dance classes and presents community performances in its Kennedy Heights World Headquarters. ballet tech cincinnati opened its eighth Season Series of major dance programs as a resident company at the Aronoff Center and presents about a dozen community performances each year to provide Greater Cincinnati with a new venue for high quality dance performances featuring pre-professional and professional dancers featuring classical and contemporary repertoire, folk dances and a wide variety of artists, dance styles and music.  Dance 2 Community Kids community outreach program engages sponsor companies and individuals to partner with us to introduce youth from underserved communities to dance and the Aronoff Center to expand the audience for the arts and downtown Cincinnati venues.  Over 1300 children have attended ballets in this outreach.  Each year, the Leaping for Literacy Project includes a spring production based on beloved children’s stories to entertain families with children of all ages.  This project also includes Touring Company performances in area schools, free outreach performances in area libraries and bookstores, a poster and poetry contest, and a book giveaway to promote family literacy.  Last season, we served over 12,000 audience members.  We have the most diverse audience of any Cincinnati area presenter, and we are the only company that presents guest companies, an international Gala, and preprofessional dancers as part of our season series. For more information about ballet tech cincinnati, visit www.ballettechcincinnati.org             
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