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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

February 26, 2007
Please add to Calendar 

Contact: Marvel Gentry Davis, (513) 608-6961, marvel@ballettechcincinnati.org  

ballet tech cincinnati kicks off Leaping for Literacy Workshops
Cincinnati, OH—ballet tech cincinnati Leaping for Literacy Workshops will start with a Dialogic Reading Workshop on Monday, April 2, 2007 and weekly Dance it Out Workshops at Pleasant Ridge Library.  Leaping for Literacy is sponsored by the Stillson Foundation, Fifth Third Bank, Trustee.
In Conjunction with United Way’s Success by Six Shared Reading Initiative, Leaping for Literacy attempts to use the art of dance and Reading Workshops to break the cycle of illiteracy in Greater Cincinnati families. "Between 21 and 23 percent of the adult population can read a little, but not well enough to …read a simple story to a child" (National Institute for Literacy). Literacy Network of Cincinnati reports, “In fact, more than 200,000 adults right here in Greater Cincinnati need help with basic literacy skills. Studies suggest that most children who are poor readers in the third grade will remain poor readers in the ninth grade. It's crucial, therefore, that children get literacy help early.”  
Colleen E. Huebner and Andrew N. Meltzoff of the University of Washington state, "Dialogic reading is an evidence-based intervention to promote the language skills of 2- and 3-year-old children.… instruction … had significant positive effects on children's language use (including number of words and mean length of utterances) during shared reading. When the data were stratified by parents' education … there was a significant difference … especially for parents with high school education." 

The Dialogic Reading Workshop and Weekly “Dance it Out” classes will reinforce that reading is fun with a reading list of books that children and parents/caregivers will read together, and then “Dance Out” the stories in the weekly workshops.  All Leaping for Literacy workshops and classes are free and open to the public.

ballet tech cincinnati also offers classes for children and adults in Kennedy Heights community venues, including Mommy & Me, Movement Discovery, Ballet, Ballroom, Hip Hop, and Latin Dance. Class information and Registration forms are available online at http://www.ballettechcincinnati.org/2006-2007/classes.htm . ballet tech cincinnati will move dance classes to its new building at 6543 Montgomery Road when it opens this spring. For more information, call ballet tech cincinnati at (513)841.2822, email info@ballettechcincinnati.org or visit our website at www.ballettechcincinnati.org 

*more*

ballet tech cincinnati page 2
ballet tech cincinnati

The mission of ballet tech cincinnati is to educate, entertain and inspire by providing diverse and innovative performances that have a phenomenal community impact. Founded in 1997, ballet tech cincinnati is a non-profit 501 (C ) (3) organization located in Kennedy Heights. ballet tech cincinnati opened its sixth Season Series of major dance programs as a resident company at the Aronoff Center and presents about a dozen community performances each year to provide Greater Cincinnati with a new venue for high quality dance performances featuring pre-professional and professional dancers featuring classical and contemporary repertoire, folk dances and a wide variety of artists, dance styles and music.  Dance 2 Community Kids community outreach program engages sponsor companies and individuals to partner with us to introduce youth from underserved communities to dance and the Aronoff Center to expand the audience for the arts and downtown Cincinnati venues.  Over 1000 children have attended ballets in this outreach.  Each year, the Leaping for Literacy Project includes a spring production based on beloved children’s stories to entertain families with children of all ages.  This project also includes Cincinnati Arts Association Artists on Tour performances in area schools, free outreach performances in area libraries and bookstores, a poster and poetry contest, and a book giveaway to promote family literacy.  Last season, we served over 10,000 audience members, double the audience for the 2004-2005 season.  We have the most diverse audience of any Cincinnati area presenter, and we are the only company that presents guest companies, an international Gala, and pre-professional dancers as part of our season series. For more information about ballet tech cincinnati, visit www.ballettechcincinnati.org
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