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Visit our Press Room for Photos and Videos 
ballet tech cincinnati’s  7th Annual 

Gala of International  Dance Stars 
Wows Audience!
“WOW! IT WAS THE BEST SHOW I HAVE EVER SEEN IN MY ENTIRE LIFE!” 
ballet tech cincinnati, winner of the 2008 Scripps-Corbett Innovation Award, presented some of the  best dancers from the best companies and the best choreography in the world for its Seventh Annual Gala of International Dance Stars at 8PM on Saturday, August 9, 2008 at Cincinnati’s premier venue, the Aronoff Center.  Gala of International Dance Stars Wowed the audience with the gravity defying athleticism, artistry and strength of the dancers, the traditional and new, on-the-edge choreography, remarkable diversity of cast, music and dance styles and the sheer joy of the experience!  This year 13 fabulous dancers from 9 world renowned companies represented 7 Countries. The audience gave resounding ovations throughout the evening and a long standing ovation at the end of the show. One audience member said, “I wanted to thank you once again for bringing such a diverse and virtuosic program of performers to Cincinnati.”  Another one added, “All of the dancers were spectacular and I loved the diversity of the performances.”
The show included 12 duets with BALLETNY’s Kellye A. Saunders and partner, Dancer-Choreographer Matthew Prescott, of SUZANNE FARRELL BALLET dancing a pas de deux from Alonzo King’s Signs and Wonders to Traditional African music by Tchad, " Chant de Selle" and a Matthew Prescott creation, This Heart to Sinaed O’Connor music; Jamal Story and Francesca Harper, founder of THE FRANCESCA HARPER PROJECT danced Francesca Harper’s Made of Clay and world premier Jamal Story choreography, ReconcilableDifferences to music by Mariza, which  received a rousing applause and much discussion at intermission; Meredith Webster and Brett Conway from Alonzo King’s LINES Ballet danced a pas de deux excerpted from King’s  Irregular Pearl performed to Baroque music and a contemporary pas de deux excerpted from a ballet called Migration performed to an original composition by Leslie Stuck, which received much acclaim in the LINES summer world tour; Marijn Rademaker and Elizabeth Mason of STUTTGART BALLET performed audience pleasers John Cranko’s Romeo and Juliet and Kazimir’s Colors by Mauro Bigonzetti ; Husband and Wife Duo, Tiit Helimets and Molly Smolen, Principal Dancers with SAN FRANCISCO BALLET performed the Act II pas de deux from Giselle and Vademecum, world premier choreography by Tiit Helimets.  Drew Jacoby and Rubinald Pronk, partners/co-founders of Jacoby & Pronk and principal dancers with Morphoses/TheWheeldon Company, were 
*more*

Gala of International Dance Stars page 2

scheduled to perform Annabelle Lopez Ochoa's angular showpiece, One and a world 
premiere New Work by Peter Leung, In the Beginning .  Unfortunately, Mr. Pronk was injured prior to the performance and was unable to dance.  Drew Jacoby embodied “the show must go on” spirit and danced the two pieces as solos, to resounding applause.  Jacoby & Pronk have already been invited to appear in the 2009 Gala of International Dance Stars. Hayna Gutierrez and Miguel Angel Blanco of CUBAN CLASSICAL BALLET OF MIAMI presented the Cincinnati Premiere of “Spartacus” Pas de deux and the Grand Finale to the evening with Le Corsaire, which brought the entire house to its feet.
The audience was enthusiastic, engaged and enamored of the fantastic, virtuostic dance and the skill and artistry of the dancers.  “What an amazing show! I just love the ballet and that event was truly a treat for any and every ballet/dance lover. I heard rave reviews from (other audience members)” … “You are doing … ballet tech cincinnati and the city proud with such a great event”  
SPONSORS

Macy’s is performance sponsor. The Millennium Hotel Cincinnati is Hotel Sponsor. WGUC 90.9 FM and The Cincinnati Herald are Media sponsors for 2007-2008 Season Series. This production is made possible, in part by the support of the Aronoff Center Rental Subsidy Grant of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation, the Fine Arts Fund, Duke Energy, Ohio Arts Council and The Robert H. Reakirt Foundation, PNC Bank Trustee. The Leaping for Literacy project is sponsored by The Stillson Foundation, Fifth Third Bank, Trustee. Raising the Barre Capital Campaign Sponsors include Carl Lindner and The City of Cincinnati. 

For more information, call ballet tech cincinnati at (513)841.2822, email info@ballettechcincinnati.org or visit our website at www.ballettechcincinnati.org
ballet tech cincinnati

The mission of Scripps-Corbett Award winner, ballet tech cincinnati, is to educate, entertain and inspire by providing diverse and innovative performances that have a phenomenal community impact. Founded in 1997, ballet tech cincinnati is a non-profit 501 (C ) (3) organization that offers community dance classes and presents community performances in its Kennedy Heights World Headquarters. ballet tech cincinnati opened its seventh Season Series of major dance programs as a resident company at the Aronoff Center and presents about a dozen community performances each year to provide Greater Cincinnati with a new venue for high quality dance performances featuring pre-professional and professional dancers featuring classical and contemporary repertoire, folk dances and a wide variety of artists, dance styles and music.  Dance 2 Community Kids community outreach program engages sponsor companies and individuals to partner with us to introduce youth from underserved communities to dance and the Aronoff Center to expand the audience for the arts and downtown Cincinnati venues.  Over 1200 children have attended ballets in this outreach.  Each year, the Leaping for Literacy Project includes a spring production based on beloved children’s stories to entertain families with children of all ages.  This project also includes Touring Company performances in area schools, free outreach performances in area libraries and bookstores, a poster and poetry contest, and a book giveaway to promote family literacy.  Last season, we served over 12,000 audience members.  We have the most diverse audience of any Cincinnati area presenter, and we are the only company that presents guest companies, an international Gala, and preprofessional dancers as part of our season series. For more information about ballet tech cincinnati, visit www.ballettechcincinnati.org                ***
