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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

(Please include in all Calendar listings)
Contact: Marvel Gentry Davis, (513) 608-6961, marvel@zoomtown.com 

Please visit our Press Room for photos http://www.ballettechcincinnati.org/PressPhotos.htm 
Jazz for Lease All Star Jazz Concert 

to benefit 

ballet tech cincinnati 

Cincinnati, OH—  ballet tech cincinnati will celebrate the Grand Opening of its new World  Headquarters and Community Theater at 6543 Montgomery Road in Kennedy Heights with an All Star Jazz Concert, Jazz for Lease, on Saturday, November 17, 2007 at 7PM. Featuring the award winning Mark Lomax Quartet of Columbus, OH and Jazz Greats Mario Abney, Eugene Goss, Wilbert Longmire, Thelma Massey, Hank Stephens Experience, and Mike Wade, Jazz for Lease will be a fundraising benefit for ballet tech cincinnati to support its new Raising the Barre Capital Campaign. There will be more fun with a Silent Auction, Balloon Pops, cash bar and hors d’oeuvres. 

ballet tech cincinnati recently moved into the former Mr. Kelley’s on Montgomery Road in Kennedy Heights, revitalizing a landmark building that had been vacant for over thirteen years.  Currently, the facility offers dance classes and provides rehearsal space for the dance company.  The Raising the Barre Capital Campaign will fund improvements to create dance studios, dressing rooms, community space, offices and a convertible Community Theater and Public/Private Event Venue. 
Jazz for Lease All Star Jazz concert will be the first time that a multi-generational assembly of great musicians from our region will come together to play the jazz classics and some of their original compositions. Young jazz pros, YP’s Drummer Mark Lomax and trumpeter Mario Abney both have their own bands and soaring solo careers.  They will be joined by Jazz Legends from our region. Eugene Goss  “elevates music back to the future of the best of the 1960s and ’70s when a rapturous love song sang in Soul language headed off the despair and anxieties of war, civil and otherwise.” (Kathy Wilson, CityBeat-Best of Cincinnati 2005) National Recording artist Wilbert Longmire, is “one of the finer gems mined from Cincinnati's rich vein of great jazz guitarists.” (Cincinnati Jazz Guitar Society)  Thelma Massey and Hank Stephens Experience have performed in and around Cincinnati and trumpeter Mike Wade is well known throughout the region as a soloist and leader of Mike Wade & the Ambassadors. Craig Bailey said, "Mike Wade is one the most inspiring musicians of the new millennium. He has the fire and energy that it takes to be a great leader as well as a great artist. His hustle ability on and off the horn will take him to many new horizons. He is a name not to forget, as well as a trumpet player not to miss."  
*more*
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Raising the Barre Capital Campaign will fund the renovations and improvements to the new headquarters at 6543 Montgomery Rd to house 3 dance studios on the first floor, an additional 
class area, community center space, green room, dressing rooms and office on the 2nd floor; be convertible into a Community Theater for ballet tech cincinnati to offer its diverse and innovative programming right in the community, and provide a venue for other music, theater and dance performances. It will also create a new private/public event venue that’s convenient to the entire region.  ballet tech cincinnati provides a wide variety of family oriented programming in its new Headquarters and will soon become a valuable community asset.  Programming includes community dance classes: including Leaping for Literacy Dialogic Reading Workshops in partnership with Success by Six Shared Reading Initiative; “Dance it Out” sessions where children depict the stories they have read in dance, Movement Discovery, Mommy & Me and Beginning Ballet for children, Youth Dance, “Mad Kennedy Heights Ballroom” Recreational Ballroom Dancing, Hip Hop Dance, Adult/Teen Ballet and Latin Dance (Salsa). These classes started in January 2007 and have been held in various venues all over the community: Kennedy Heights Arts Center, Kennedy Heights Community Center, Kennedy Heights Presbyterian Church, Pleasant Ridge Community Center and Pleasant Ridge Library. Since the move in September 17, 2007, all classes are held at ballet tech cincinnati. Producing Artistic Director and President, Board of Directors, Marvel Gentry Davis explains, “We have experienced a groundswell of community support since we arrived.  These neighborhoods have warmly welcomed us with open arms and been instrumental in our ability to deliver programming.  With the opening of our building, now ballet tech cincinnati will be able to make a contribution back into the community.”  
Audience members will have an opportunity to make it an entire evening of the arts and visit the Grand Opening of the Kennedy Heights Arts Center Guild Holiday Treasures Show across the street at 6PM. Kennedy Heights Arts Center Board President Helen Haberstroh says,” ballet tech cincinnati and Kennedy Heights Arts Center, embracing each other, offer a visual feast on the walls of the Kennedy Heights Arts Center then rhythm, music and dance at ballet tech cincinnati.” Jim Zarnowiecki, Kennedy Heights resident and KHAC Board Member, adds, "The pulse of arts energy can be felt along Montgomery Road as these two living arts organizations present their Grand Opening, ballet tech cincinnati, and Holiday Treasures Show, Arts Center. Everyone benefits from these lively arts-- the city, the artists and dancers, but especially the arts lovers who can see dance, music, visual arts in a "one stop" community venue. Great communities deserve great arts.”
TICKETS

Tickets to Jazz for Lease 7PM on Saturday, November 17, 2007 at ballet tech cincinnati World  Headquarters and Community Theater, 6543 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati Ohio,.45213. To purchase, call 513.841.2822 or go to www.ballettechcincinnati.org .  For more information call (513)841.2822 , email info@ballettechcincinnati.org or go to www.ballettechcincinnati.org 
*more*
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SPONSORS

ballet tech cincinnati receives operating support from the Fine Arts Fund, Duke Energy, Corbett Foundation and The Robert H. Reakirt Foundation, PNC Bank Trustee. The Leaping for Literacy project is sponsored by The Stillson Foundation, Fifth Third Bank, Trustee. Raising the Barre Capital Campaign Sponsors include Carl Lindner and The City of Cincinnati. The Cincinnati Herald is Media sponsor. 
ballet tech cincinnati

The mission of ballet tech cincinnati is to educate, entertain and inspire by providing diverse and innovative performances that have a phenomenal community impact. Founded in 1997, ballet tech cincinnati is a non-profit 501 (C ) (3) organization located in Kennedy Heights. ballet tech cincinnati opens its seventh Season Series of major dance programs as a resident company at the Aronoff Center and presents about a dozen community performances each year to provide Greater Cincinnati with a new venue for high quality dance performances featuring pre-professional and professional dancers featuring classical and contemporary repertoire, folk dances and a wide variety of artists, dance styles and music.  Dance 2 Community Kids community outreach program engages sponsor companies and individuals to partner with us to introduce youth from underserved communities to dance and the Aronoff Center to expand the audience for the arts and downtown Cincinnati venues.  Over 1200 children have attended ballets in this outreach.  Each year, the Leaping for Literacy Project includes a spring production based on beloved children’s stories to entertain families with children of all ages.  This project also includes Touring Company performances in area schools, free outreach performances in area libraries and bookstores, a poster and poetry contest, and a book giveaway to promote family literacy.  Last season, we served over 12,000 audience members.  We have the most diverse audience of any Cincinnati area presenter, and we are the only company that presents guest companies, an international Gala, and preprofessional dancers as part of our season series. For more information about ballet tech cincinnati, visit www.ballettechcincinnati.org 
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