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 World Premier of
The Jazzy Sleeping Beauty
  A resounding success!
Cincinnati, OH—  ballet tech cincinnati continues to deliver excellent, diverse and innovative programming.  It presented its 2007-2008 Season Series Opener, the highly successful World Premier of The Jazzy Sleeping Beauty at the Aronoff Center on September 14-15, 2007.   The fresh, brand new view into Tchaikovsky’s traditional classical Sleeping Beauty, with live accompaniment by three-time Cappie Award-winning Cincinnati Hills Christian Academy Electric Jazz Orchestra under the direction of conductor Dan Grantham, was quite entertaining to audience members with the traditional story, classical choreography and Tchaikovsky music, and an exciting new jazzy twist.   ballet tech cincinnati commissioned choreographer Waverly Lucas II, Co-Founder and Artistic Director of Atlanta’s Ballethnic Dance Company,  to spice up the ballet with jazzy contemporary choreography and composer Mark Lomax to re-score sections of new jazzy arrangements of the traditional Tchaikovsky music.
The Jazzy Sleeping Beauty played to full houses for the three performances and an audience that was animated and enthusiastic.  One audience member commented, “The Jazzy Sleeping Beauty was a phenomenal production.  I loved the diversity!” ballet tech cincinnati Producing Artistic Director and President, Marvel Gentry Davis, explains, “We enjoy the most diverse audience of 
any Cincinnati presenter because of our focus on diversity in our programming, casts, dance and music styles. We also do a great job expanding audience for the arts by presenting innovative, on the edge productions that attract new audience members to our shows, and sharing our joy and love of dance.”  An audience member responded, “I enjoyed the show. I loved the feeling I walked out with. Thank you for bringing refreshing shows to the city.”

Featuring a diverse cast of dancers of all ages, The Jazzy Sleeping Beauty showcased very talented and polished young pre-professional dancers, adults and professional performing various styles of dance. The landmark production was the first presentation with a Black Sleeping Beauty, ballet tech cincinnati’s Epiphany Davis, and Black Princes, professional dancers from Dayton Contemporary Dance Company and Ballethnic Dance Company, and audiences loved it! “Thank you for the African-American Sleeping Beauty!”  “What a beautiful, inspiring performance. 
*more*
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Epiphany (Davis) is so talented and gorgeous. I was really glad that … girls were able to see her perform, as well as the other dancers.”  
The Jazzy Sleeping Beauty Dance Along will be presented as part of Enjoy the Arts/START 20/20 Arts Festival at 8PM on Saturday, October 13, 2007. It will be the first performance at the new 
ballet tech cincinnati World Headquarters Community Theater at 6543 Montgomery Road in Kennedy Heights. Audience members will have an opportunity to learn the steps to the dances and actually "dance along" with cast members on stage. The performance is free and open to the public. For more information call (513)841.2822 , email info@ballettechcincinnati.org or go to www.ballettechcincinnati.org 
SPONSORS

Robert L. Dixon and Dr. Sheree Jones Dixon are Production Sponsors. WGUC 90.9 FM and The Cincinnati Herald are Media sponsors for The Jazzy Sleeping Beauty.  This production was made possible, in part by the support of the Aronoff Center Rental Subsidy Grant of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation, the Fine Arts Fund, Duke Energy, Corbett Foundation and The Robert H. Reakirt Foundation, PNC Bank Trustee. The Leaping for Literacy project is sponsored by The Stillson Foundation, Fifth Third Bank, Trustee. Raising the Barre Capital Campaign Sponsors include Carl Lindner and The City of Cincinnati.
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The mission of ballet tech cincinnati is to educate, entertain and inspire by providing diverse and innovative performances that have a phenomenal community impact. Founded in 1997, ballet tech cincinnati is a non-profit 501 (C ) (3) organization located in Kennedy Heights. ballet tech cincinnati opens its seventh Season Series of major dance programs as a resident company at the Aronoff Center and presents about a dozen community performances each year to provide Greater Cincinnati with a new venue for high quality dance performances featuring pre-professional and professional dancers featuring classical and contemporary repertoire, folk dances and a wide variety of artists, dance styles and music.  Dance 2 Community Kids community outreach program engages sponsor companies and individuals to partner with us to introduce youth from underserved communities to dance and the Aronoff Center to expand the audience for the arts and downtown Cincinnati venues.  Over 1200 children have attended ballets in this outreach.  Each year, the Leaping for Literacy Project includes a spring production based on beloved children’s stories to entertain families with children of all ages.  This project also includes Touring Company performances in area schools, free outreach performances in area libraries and bookstores, a poster and poetry contest, and a book giveaway to promote family literacy.  Last season, we served over 12,000 audience members.  We have the most diverse audience of any Cincinnati area presenter, and we are the only company that presents guest companies, an international Gala, and preprofessional dancers as part of our season series. For more information about ballet tech cincinnati, visit www.ballettechcincinnati.org 
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